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THE CLERGY 


THE DIOCESE OF HEREFORD. 


| Revereny BRETHREN, 


T ACKNOWLEDGE very thankfully the Good Will, with | 
© which you have ſent me Returns to the uſual Articles 
ol Inquiry, delivered to you at my former Viſitation; and am 
| confident, you will receive with Candour the attention, with 
which I thought myſelf obliged to conſider them. mT 
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++) 


Mr firſt Object was, to become ww with the flats 
of Chriſtianity among us, to which, I weed not . all the 
reſt are ſubordinate Inquiries, 

WnurrkER our Religion, in the complex view of Faith 
and Practice, be in a progreſſive ſtate, ſhould, be determined 
by the number of its Profeſſors, which might be collected 
by much labour and attention; but the reſult would not be 
deciſive, unleſs men's real Sentiments were in general mani- 
fed by outwarl Sree horns, 7 | 
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Ax inoffenſive life is ſometimes ſaid to be a better 8 | 
to diſtinguiſh a Chriſtian, than a Profeſſion of his Faith. 
But as an inoffenſiye Character, merely as ſuch, may be the 
effect of natural temper, or of a high degree of human 
Prudence, it is well prepared indeed for the I mpreſſions of 
_ Chriſtian Doctrine, but cannot ſtrictly be taken into the 
account, when we are ſelecting true Believers of Chriſtianity. 


f 
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Nor would the number of dio, who frequent Divine. 
Worſhip, be admitted an infallible. Evidence of eee 
Proſperity, how defirable ſoever the appearance may be; as 
it may be objected, and cannot be abſolutely denied, that 
there are inſtances, in which a pure ſpirit of Religion, in 
Individuals, ſeems to be neither the Motive, nor the Object, 


nor the Conſequence of ſuch e | | 
ON TT 
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Tur only means then left, of arriving at a more ſatisfac- 
tory judgment of the number of true Chriſtians, is, to ſelect 
cdhoſe frequenters of public worſhip, who add to a ſober and 
virtuous life conſtant Attendance upon an Ordinance, ariſing 
from, and intimately connected with, the fundamental Chriſ- 
tian Doctrine. This will point out to us the Communicants, 
as being, in moſt caſes, true Members of the Chriſtian 
Church, they being moſt probably Aſpirants to Salvntion 8 
chrough tn Chriſt, 
Tur F at the great Feſtivals will more 
immediately anſwer the purpoſe, as they muſt, in all Cha- 
rity and Reaſon, be ſuppoſed to bring with them a ſenſe of 
God's infinite Goodneſs to man, celebrated! by the Chriſtian 


Church at thoſe Seaſons. 


| I ey therefore examined and compared the Anſwers 
returned to my noble Predeceſſor on this fubject, at his 
primary Viſitation in the year 1747. As he filled the See 
upwards, of forty years, the diſtance of time will lead to as 
preciſe a judgment, as can be formed, of the Increaſe or 
Decreaſe of ſuch ſincere Chriſtians, in our part of the na- 
tional Church, from that period to the preſent. The Anſwers 
are not all equilly accurate, either then or now, but allowing 
for ſome Inaccuracies in a matter, which depends partly 


upon W a Concluſion my be drawn from the 
ien 


Kc 6 . 
n approaching nearly to the Truth; and 1 with 
it were matter of Congratulation;---but J have to lament, 
that the Concluſion neither agrees with the boaſted improve- 


ments of the Age, nor . the e Increaſe of Popu- 
lation. 


Txt unhappy fact is, that the Communicants in the year 
1747 appear to have been many more, ſo many more, than 
thoſe reported in the year 1789, that I am unwilling to recite 
the numbers. Yet it is obſervable, that the numbers of the 
year 1747 are not ſo conſiderable, as might have been ex- 
pected in a flouriſhing ſtate of our Church, in which, for near 
a Century before, every man had been encouraged to attend 
his religious Duties, not only without Moleſtation of any 
kind, but with the immediate reward of the Reputation be- 
| longing to a good Chriſtian, in a Chriſtian Community. 


Ir might have been not unreaſonable, to have expected 
then, that one Communicant at leaſt ſhould attend from 
every family, profeſſing themſelves members of our Church, 
which was far from being the caſe. The Decline we have 
to lament might have been prevented, by the Example and 
Perſuaſion of one good Chriſtian in every houſe. Chriſtianity 
grew and prevailed at firſt with a wonderful Rapidity; but 
admitting the hand of God to have been viſible in that great 
event, we may venture to attribute it rs to the conſtant, 
though 


TT 


1 Gove, meetings for religious Rites, for which Chriſtians 
at that time were celebrated by Heathen, as well as Chriſtian 


| Now from thoſe numbers, which fell very ſhort of fo. 
reaſonable a Wiſh, above forty years ago, we are fallen off, 


in ſuch proportion, that if we were to continue in the ſame 
_ declining ſtate, which God forbid! the appearance at our 
| Sacraments would, forty years hence, be deplo- 


rable. 


So great a Deſection could not be abrupt. It muſt have 
been gradual, conſidering how reluctantly men depart from 
long Uſages, eſpecially of the religious kind; and that it 
was gradual, wall appear, if we conſider ſome of the pro- 
bable Cauſes of it. 


eres be dared from the wies attacks of Revealed 
FF Religion, in the courſe of the preſent Century; not from the 
ſolidity of the Arguments againſt it; for they were effectually 
repelled by eminent Writers; but from this unhappy conſe- 
quence, that the minds of many active men, engaged in the 
Paſtoral Care, were diverted from their regular modes of 
_ Inſtruction, to anſwer fallacious objections, * 8 againſt 
Arts of OPIN 
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Ir chi was intended by the enemy, it was a deep deſign, 
worthy of the great enemy of mankind himſelf, thus to 
convert the zeal of faithful Miniſters of the Goſpel. into an 
inſtrument of its projected ſubverſion. Some of us may 
remember public Diſcourſes, from which the People ſhould 
learn the Articles of their Creed and Rules of their Practice, 
converted in many Churches into polemic Tracts, able 
perhaps, but uſeleſs to all thoſe, to whom they were unin- 
telligible. It was therefore ſo much time * to neceſſary 
Inſtruction. EE | | Ot 
A consciEnTious Miniſter of the Goſpel might conſider 
it as a Caſe within the Vow he made at his Ordination, to 
baniſh and drive away all erroneous and ſtrange doArine 
contrary to God's word.“. . 2 


I wovLD not object to the Apology, if the Caſe were really 
within the Vow. The ſtate of our Church at the time, 
when the Ordination Service was compiled; will explain the 
Extent of that Vow. IT he Church of Rome and the Sepa- 
ratiſts from our Church muſt have been the Parties aimed 
at; but both thoſe parties acknowledging the Authority of 
Scripture, might be tried by it, and the common talents of 

a vigilant Paſtor might ſecure his flock againſt them. 
| Whereas here was an attack upon Divine Revelation itſelf. 
The Authority of God's Word, as contained in Scripture, 
5 | „„ oo: 


was brought into queſtion. Such a Controverſy was not in 


view at the time of preſcribing that Vow to Candidates for 
the Miniſtry, and could not, from its nature, be meant to be 
n * chen, in e diſcourſes. If 


e it was e that good men thought 


| themſelves called upon to diſcuſs it within the fphere of 
| their own Congregations; and it is certain, at the ſame 
time, that the People, whom it is continually expedient 
to remind of their Duty, could gather little more 
from an anſwer to Writers, whom they had not read, and 
perhaps could not read, than that the Principles, upon which 
they dat been thughe their duty, were diſputed. 


TE bare knowledge 5 this would in courſe of time 


create Indifference in ſome, and encourage the Profligacy ZE 


others. The Church would be leſs frequented, and this in- 
ſtituted Memorial of our bleſſed Redeemer and his Merits 
be neglected. The then generation of the Faithful might 
continue unſhaken; but the riſing Generation would be leſs 


carefully prepared for the religious Proceſs from Baptiſm to 


Confirmation, and from thence to the Lord's Supper. 


| ANOTHER Practice forums up, ach had: a tendency 


indeed to avoid Controverſy, but by ſinking revealed Truths 


in Oblivion. 3 moral Precepts of the Goſpel were 
. | R | ſeparate 


r 
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n from i its ſublime Doctrines, and exalted PI its 
edifying Inſtitutions. The Plea was, that the End of our 
Religion is the Reformation of man, in order to his 
Acceptance with God; and under the Miſapplication of this 
undoubted Truth, the End was deprived of the beſt Means 
to accompliſh it, which Means are offered to us, as He | 
Gift of God for the Salvation of Man, 


 WaiLsT the nant: of our Religion was thus miſtaken 
by well-meaning men, it ſuffered grievouſſy by another 
Claſs of Miniſters, who have not ſuch opportunities of 
obſerving the decay of Chriſtian Piety among their Pa- 
riſhioners, as Reſidence would offer; and not obſerving, 
could not be ſuppoſed to guard againſt it. . 


Doubts might beſides ariſe in weak or ſuperſtitious minds, 
about their Unworthineſs to receive the Sacrament, and might 
become a religious motive, or furniſh a pretence, for abſent- 
ing, through the want of a Miniſter, whoſe duty it would 
be to refer them to a Declaration of the Church in the 
Communion Service, that they, who come with a true peni- 
tent heart, and lively Faith in Chriſt our Saviour, are meet 
Partakers of that holy Communion. 

Wiruour entering into the various reaſons, which ſome 
of us may plead for. attending their Paſtoral Care only at 
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( 21 ) 
the Rated times of public Worfhip; or for not a it 
at all, in perſon; or the reaſons, which others may pretend, 
for not leaving it to a reſident- Subſtitute; I ſhall only 


mention, that the unhappy diminution of the number of 


Communicants is moft obfervable in thofe Pariſhes, who ſee 
their Miniſters only at ſtated times of Worſhip; or do not 
ſee. them at all; or have not the benefit of a Subſtitute, 


dwelling on the fpor, to ſupply the Inſtruction, to which 


they would have been entitled from their infticates Paſtor, 


if he reſided watts 


AFTER having thus imputed ſo WD a ſhare of the 


blame to the Miſtakes or Neglect of departed Minifters of 


the Goſpel, it muſt be admitted, that the Manners of the 
Age have contributed much to the Evil we lament. An 
inundation of Wealth, and its natural Concomitant Luxury, 
could not fail to diſcountenance a Senſe of Religion. 


= Ir. requires a Gravity of mind, fuch as that of our An- 
ceſtors, nearer the time of the Reformation, to conſider the 
Importance of the Chriftian duty before us; to recollect, 


that Meditations on the Love of God in Chriſt Jeſus will 


900 far towards diſplacing thoſe bad habits and views, which 


take early poſſeſſion of the human heart; and that the 
fame Meditations, frequently. repeated, will in time dire& 
the whole Man to the PI of his s everlaſting Intereſt. 

1 IxðSTEAD 


( x) 

INSTEAD of this, for many years'paſt, every thing has 
been conſidered as dull, that correſponds not with the general 
Levity of the Minds, that conſider it; and as to Intereſt, 
that which is immediately preſent will commonly take place 
of a better more remote Intereſt, even in this world. A 


life after this having no part in their Calculations, they 
muſt become indifferent to Religion and religious Rites. 


The Heart will be where its Object is; and the better 
Heart, which is ſet upon a more permanent Treaſure, will 
be derided. The Ridicule will in time change the Appear- 
ance of the beſt Objects in unguarded minds, and fo put 


the Public, Profeſſion of Religion out of Countenance. 


Men will grow aſhamed of Chriſt, to whom they owe 1o 
much, and, in their falſe ſhame, will diſregard his Offers, 


and forget his Promiſes, til ſober Keſlection brings them 


back to their Duty. - 


Ix thus 33 account for the Deſertion of 


our Communions, I have not found inyſelf warranted, my 
| Reverend Brethren, to lay a general blame upon the preſent 
reſident Clergy of this Dioceſe, Some may perhaps fall 


on a few. If it doth, they cannot fail to apply it; there- 


fore why. ſnould T? eſpecially, as I with to fay nothing, 
that might tend to defeat, in part, the End I aim at of 


your Co- operation with me in every thing, that may promote 


or reſtore the Service of God among us. 
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| 1 
| So far as your Predeceſſors miſtook in their conduct, we 
of the preſent Age are in no danger of incurring the like 
' miſtake. The Arguments of Unbelievers of Divine Reve- 
lation being exploded, and in great meaſure forgotten, few 
men now living would conſider it, as parochially inſtructive 
to anſwer them. As to the mere moral Eſſays, which have a 
tendency to conceal from a Congregation the animating Evan- 
gelical Truths, and by that means diſcredit the Chriſtian Inſtitu- 
tions, you muſt have obſerved the Coldneſs and Inefficacy of 
that ſort of Preaching, compared with the Words of Eternal 
Life, tranſmitted to us by the Author and Object of our Faith. 


Ax as to the matter of Non Reſidence, it has been ſo 
long complained of, that it is become a Term of Reproach 
in all Caſes, in which it is not protected by Law, or juſti- 
fied by unavoidable Neceſſity. It will therefore in time 
ceaſe to operate powerfully as a Cauſe of the inſtance before 
ung: of a NE: Oy of Chriſtian Piety. 


We 3 then to have chiefly ſo much of the Miſchief 
to remove, as ariſes from the Manners of the Age we live 
in, in order to bring men back to their Duty, as Chriſtians; | 
and here the Proſpect is not comfortleſs. The Diſſipations, 
which alienate them from ſerious thoughts, rather create 
Indifference to Religion, than determined Enmity to it. So 
that we may hope to have it much in our power to recall 

| —.— 
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| thoſe, who have erred and frayed from their way to 


Heaven. 


* uE number of Communicants 1s conſiderably leſſened 


upon the whole, but it ſeems practicable to reclaim many 


of them; there being ſome Pariſhes, whoſe Miniſters have 
either retained, or by their Diligence recovered the former 


Ir would be a glorious Proſpekt, to ſee this laudable 


Diligence in a way to prevail univerſally; and I humbly 
apprehend, that ſuch a Proſpect may be opened, if you 


ſhould all agree with me in opinion, that the preſent ſtate 
is DisSGRACEPUL and DaNOEROus. Every good man will 


labour earneſtly to ſtop the natural deſcent from Bad to 


Worſe, foreſeeing, that it muſt in the End render his Office 


uſelefs, For what is a Chriſtian Church without a Memorial 


of Chriſt? or a Miniſter of the Goſpel, who has not Com- 
— to join with him i in ſolemniſing that Memorial? 
You will pardon me, m ny r Brethren, * iow 
this matter very ſeriouſly before you. I ſhould rather hope, 
you would think me inexcuſable, if I were not alarmed, 
and did not ſtate my apprehenſions to you; and this ſingle 


| conſideration. encourages me to flatter myſelf, that what I 
have ſaid will leave ſome impreſſion, 


I May 


„ 

I May not have another opportunity of thus addreſſing 
you; and if what I have offered to your attention, ſhould 
be thought worthy of it, I ſhall bleſs God for having made 
me, in any degree, inſtrumental in preſerving, from a 
negligent Diſuſe, the inſtituted Memorial of his ineſtimable 
Love to Mankind in Chriſt Jeſus, 


THE END. 
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